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HIGHLIGHTS 


* Most persons, 84.4%, in private households in 1991 lived within a family 
as a husband, wife, common-law partner, lone parent or never-married 
child. The proportion, however, was down from 89.4% in 1971. 


There were about 7.4 million families in Canada in 1991 compared with 5.1 
million in 1971, an increase of 45.6%. 


Families have become smaller. The average number of persons per family 
was 3.1 in 1991 compared with 3.7 in 1971. 


Between 1971 and 1991, the number of lone-parent families in Canada 
doubled. In comparison, the number of husband-wife families (including 
now-married and common-law couples) grew by 39.9%. As a result, lone 
parent families made up 13% of all families in 1991, up from 9.5% in 1971. 


The number of common-law couples more than doubled between 1981 and 
1991 while the number of now-married couples increased just 8%. As a 
result, common-law couples made up 11.3% of all husband-wife families 
in 1991, up from 6.4% in 1981. 


Over the past two decades, marriage rates have generally decreased while 
divorce rates have increased. In 1991, there were 6.4 marriages per 1000 
population compared with 8.9 in 1971. The divorce rate was 2.8 per 1000 
population in 1991 compared with 1.4 in 1971. 


In the case of divorce, mothers are still more likely to receive custody of the 
children than are fathers. In 1990, 27,367 divorces involving custody 
orders were granted under the 1985 Divorce Act. Of the 47,631 children 
affected, 73.3% were awarded to mothers, 12.2% to fathers and 14.3% to 
joint custody. 


The proportion of families without children at home increased to 35.1% in 
1991 from 26.8% in 1971. 


e The average number of children at home per family in 1991 was 1.2, down 
from 1.8 in 1971. 


Ve The employment rate of women in husband-wife families with children 
under 16 rose from 48.9% in 1981 to 64.6% in 1991. 
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In the fall of 1988, about 2.6 million children under 13 years of age were 
in need of some form of child care in order to accommodate the work or 
study schedules oftheir parents. Organized or regulated child care services, 
such as daycare centres and licensed family care, were the main method of 
child care for only 10.6% of the children. 


In 1986, whether they had children or not, employed women with a partner 
devoted more hours per day to unpaid household work than did employed 
men with a partner. For example, employed women with a partner and 
children under age 5 spent 4.9 hours per day doing unpaid household chores 
compared with 2.4 hours per day spent by their male counterparts. 


In 1991, average family income was $53,131. After adjusting for inflation, 
real average family income was only 0.9% higher than it was in 1980. 


Among non-elderly families (with a family head under age 65), female 
lone-parent families have the lowest average incomes. In 1991, the average 
income of female lone parent families was $22,186 compared with $59,014 
for two-parent families and $52,873 for married couples without children. 


In 1991, 13.1% of families in Canada had incomes below Statistics 
Canada’s low income cut-offs, up from 11.1% in 1989. The increase in the 
percentage of families with low incomes in recent years reversed the 
downturn of the mid-1980s. 


Female lone parent families had the highest incidence of low income of all 
families during the period from 1981 to 1991. About 62% of female lone 
parent families had low incomes in 1991 compared with 10.7% of two- 
parent families and 9.3% of married couples without children. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The United Nations has declared 1994 the International Year of the Family. 
To increase awareness of the family in Canada, Statistics Canada has planned 
several publications with family content. Social policy analysts and persons 
interested in family issues will find these publications a valuable source of 
information. A list of available and forthcoming titles is included at the end 
of this report. 


Basic Facts on Families in Canada, Past and Present focuses on key 
aspects of family life in Canada. Some of the topics explored are: changing 
family structure, marriage and divorce, children in families, families and the 
workplace, and family income. Tables and charts, with accompanying 
highlights, are presented in a question and answer format. Where possible, 
historical data are used to show trends in family life. 


The information for this publication comes from a variety of sources at 
Statistics Canada. Much of the data have been taken directly from Statistics 
Canada publications. It must be noted that the data collection methods, 
concepts and universes used by Statistics Canada surveys vary. Readers who 
require more information on the comparability or quality of the data should 
consult the references listed at the end of this publication or contact the subject 
matter division directly. 


Families, in this report, mostly refer to two types of families. The first type 
is a husband-wife family. Members of a husband-wife family include 
husbands and wives (married or living common-law) and any never-married 
children living at home. The second family type is a lone-parent family. 
Lone-parent families have at least one never-married child living at home. 
Together, these two types of families are formally known as census families. 


In some cases, however, data are only available for a much broader definition 
of family. An economic family refers to a group of two or more persons who 
are related to each other by blood, marriage, common-law or adoption and 
who live in the same dwelling. These families may include ever-married 
children, brothers and sisters, in-laws or other relatives. Sections of the report 
that use the broader definition of family are clearly identified. For more 
information on family definitions consult the glossary. 
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1.0 HOW IMPORTANT IS THE FAMILY TO 
CANADIAN LIFESTYLE? 


e Families are an important feature of lifestyle in Canada. Most persons, 
84.4%, in private households in 1991 lived within a family as a 
husband, wife, common-law partner, lone parent or never-married child. 


e The proportion of the population living in families, however, has decreased. 
While 89.4% of persons in private households were family members in 
1971, the proportion was down to 86.6% in 1981 and 84.4% in 1991. (Chart 
121) 


e The number of families in Canada has grown. In 1991, there were about 7.4 
million families compared to 5.1 million in 1971, an increase of 45.6%. 
(Table 1.1) Several factors help to explain recent increases in the 
number of families: population growth, immigration, child-bearing 
outside of marriage and an increase in common-law couples. 


Chart 1.1 Proportion of the population in private households in families, 
Canada, 1971-1991 


1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogues 93-810, 92-905, 93-106 and 93-312. 
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® Growth in the number of families slowed during the decade from 1981 to 
1991. The number of families increased 16.3% from 1981 to 1991 
compared to 25.2% from 1971 to 1981. (Table 1.1) 


Table 1.1 Family structure(1), Canada, 1971-1991 


Family structure 
Husband-wife families Lone-parent families 


Families Families | Male Female 
of now- of common- lone- lone- 
married law parent parent 

Total couples couples families families 


Total 
Year | families 


4,575,640 .. | 477,525 100,355 377,165 


5,168,560 .. 


559,330 94,990 464,345 


5,610,965 5,254,360 356,605 | 714,010 124,180 589,830 | 


853,645 


5,881,330 5,394,395 486,940 151,740 


701,900 | 


6,401,460 5,675,510 


725,950 954,710 168,240 786,470 


(1) Sub-totals may not add to totals due to random rounding. 
.. data not available 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogues 93-822, 93- 
106, 93-312. 
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2.0 HAS THE FAMILY CHANGED OVER TIME?! 


e Families have become smaller. The average number of persons per 
family was 3.1 in 1991 compared with 3.7 in 1971. However, the decline 
in family size took place in the 1971 to 1986 period. In fact, there 
was no change in the average number of persons per family between 1986 
and 1991. (Chart 2.1) 


Chart 2.1 Average family size, Canada, 1971-1991 


No tN 


— 


Average number of persons per family 


1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogue 93-312. 


' It is important to note that families are not static. From one census to the next, a lone parent 
may marry, a common-law couple may get married or a two-parent couple may divorce 
leaving one heading a lone-parent family. 
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e The number of lone-parent families in Canada doubled between 1971 
and 1991. In comparison, the number of husband-wife families (including 
now-married and common-law couples) grew by 39.9%. (Table 1.1) As a 
result, lone-parent families made up 13% of all families in 1991, up from 
95% in 19714(Chart 22) 


Chart 2.2 Family structure, Canada, 1971, 1981 and 1991(1) 


1971 1981 1991 


Now-married couples 
: 83.1% 


= "4 


90.5% 


a 


Now-married couples 
77.2% 


Common-law couples 


5.6% 


Common-law couples 
9.9% 


Lone-parent families Lone-parent families 
9.5% 11.3% 


Lone-parent families 
13.0% 


Total husband-wife families equals now-married couples plus common-law couples 


(1) Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding. 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogues 93-822, 93-106 and 93-312. 


e Lone parenthood today typically results from marriage break-up. In 1991, 
57.1% of female and 71.2% of male lone parents were either separated or 
divorced. Widowhood also accounted for a significant proportion of lone 
parents in 1991 (23.4% of female and 20.6% of male lone parents). The 
proportion of female and male lone parents who were single never-married 
was 19.5% and 8.3%, respectively. 


© There has been little change in the proportion of lone parents who are 
female. In 1991, about 8 in 10 lone parents were female. (Table 1.1) 
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e Living common law has become more popular in Canada. The number of 
common-law couples more than doubled between 1981 and 1991 while the 
number of now-married couples increased just 8%. (Table 1.1) As a result, 
common-law couples made up 11.3% of all husband-wife families in 1991, 
up from 6.4% in 1981. (Chart 2.3) 


Chart 2.3 Marital status of husband-wife families, Canada, 1981, 1986 and 1991 


1981 1986 1991 


Now-married couples ([] Common-law couples 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogues 93-822, 93-106 and 93-312. 
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3.0 WHAT ARE THE TRENDS IN MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE? 


e Over the past two decades, marriage rates have generally decreased while 
divorce rates have increased.” In 1991, there were 6.4 marriages per 1000 
population compared with 7.8 in 1981 and 8.9 in 1971. (Chart 3.1) 


¢ In 1971, there were 1.4 divorces per 1000 population in Canada. By 1991, 
the divorce rate had doubled to 2.8 per 1000 population. (Chart 3.1) 


Chart 3.1 Marriage and divorce rates per 1,000 population, Canada, 1971-1991 


10 
9 
Marriage rate 
8 
Ves 
S 
387 
2 
Bs 
ae ; 
5 Divorce Act, 1985 
54 
3 Divorce rate 


19711972 1973 19741975 1976 19771978 1979 19801981 19821983 1984 1985 19861987 19881989 1990 1991 


Note: Rates are rounded to one decimal place. 


Source: Statistics Canada, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics, Catalogue 84-205; Health 
Reports: Marriages, Catalogue 82-003S16; Health Reports: Divorce, Catalogue 
82-003S17 and Health Reports 1992, Vol. 4 No. 4, Catalogue 82-003, Table 1. 


? Marriage and divorce rates do not provide a precise picture of family formation and 
marriage dissolution. Marriage rates record legal marriages, not common-law unions and 
thus, underestimate the number of opposite sex couples being formed in Canada. Divorce 
rates cannot account for the dissolution of common-law unions. Furthermore, the number 
of divorces in any year depends on such factors as the number of petitions or applications 
filed, the number of centres hearing divorce petitions and the time interval necessary for 
a petition to end in a divorce. Legislation can also have an effect on the divorce rate. The 
Divorce Act of 1985 made it possible to obtain a divorce after a one-year separation. The 
increase in divorces in 1986 and 1987 was likely a result of the easing of restrictions, as 
divorce was immediately available to many separated Canadians. 


The marriage and divorce rates in this report show the number of marriages or divorces 
per 1,000 population. A change in the absolute number of marriages or divorces does not 
necessarily lead to a change in rates. Rates also depend on changes in population. 
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Following the Divorce Act of 1985, which eased divorce restrictions, the 
divorce rate increased substantially. In 1987, the divorce rate peaked at 3.6 
per 1000 population. This increase in the divorce rate reversed the 
downward trend of the early 1980s and likely reflected a tendency to defer 
divorce until the passage of the 1985 Divorce Act. By 1990, the divorce rate 
was back to 3 per 1000 population and consistent with the rates of the early 
1980s. (Chart 3.1) 


Often, when marriages dissolve, there are children involved and decisions 
about child custody are made by the courts. Mothers have been and continue 
to be more likely than fathers to receive custody of the children. In 1990, 
27,367 divorces involving custody orders were granted under the 1985 
Divorce Act. Of the 47,631 children affected, 73.3% were awarded to 
mothers, 12.2% to fathers and 14.3% to joint custody. (Chart 3.2) 


The proportion of children awarded to joint custody was higher in 1990 than 
in 1988 (14.3% compared with 11.2%). (Chart 3.2) 


Chart 3.2 Parties to whom custody was granted, under the 1985 Divorce Act, 
Canada, 1988-1990 


(1) Custody awarded to persons other than the fathers or mothers not shown due to 


small percentages. 


Source: Statistics Canada, Health Reports: Divorce, Catalogue 82-003S17. 
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4.0 WHAT ABOUT FAMILIES AND CHILDREN?? 
Families with or without children 


® As in 1971, most families in 1991 had children at home. However, the 
proportion of families without children at home increased from 26.8% in 
1971 to 35.1% in 1991. (Table 4.1) Families without children at home 
include both childless couples and families whose children have left home. 


Table 4.1 Families and children, Canada, 1971-1991 


Total children at home 
<25 25 years 
Total years and over 


Families with Families without 
| children at children at 
| home home 


3,697,600 1,355,565 
4,001,490 1,726,410 


9,163,095 8,829,815 333,280 
8,886,740 8,520,720 366,020 


14,312,415 2,012,565 8,666,685 8,252,405 414,280 
| 4,533,430 2,201,545 8,578,340 8,019,535 558,805 
4,776,320 26579, 850 8,800,735 8,128,245 672,490 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogues 93-831, 92-905, 93-106, 
93-312. 


® The proportion of now-married couples with children at home decreased 
from 66.2% in 1981 to 62.0% in 1991. In contrast, the proportion of 
common-law couples with children at home increased from 34.2% to 
41.6%. (Chart 4.1) 


e Lone-parent families represented 20.0% of all families with children at 
home in 1991, up from 12.9% in 1971. 


e The average number of children at home per family has declined over the 
past two decades. In 1991, the average number of children per family was 
1.2 compared with 1.4 in 1981 and 1.8 in 1971. (Chart 4.2) 


3 Children refer to never-married sons and/or daughters living at home, regardless of their 
age. 
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Chart 4.1 Proportion of now-married couples and common-law couples with 
children at home, Canada, 1981-1991 


Families of now-married couples Families of common-law couples 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogues 93-106 and 93-312. 


Chart 4.2 Average number of children at home per family, Canada, 1971-1991 


So 


e 


Average number of children per family 


1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogues 93-831, 92-905, 93-106 and 93-312. 
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Children? in families 


e There were fewer children in families in 1991 than there were in 1971 
(8,800,735 compared with 9,163,095). The period from 1986 to 1991, 
however, marked the first time since the 1971 Census that the number of 
children in families grew. (Table 4.1) 


e The vast majority of children in families, 92.4% in 1991, are under 25 years 
of age although a growing proportion of children are 25 years of age and 
older. (Table 4.1) 


@ In 1991, there were 2,209,965 children under age 6, up 6.5% from 
2,075,540 in 1981. Children under age 6 represented 25.1% of all children 
in families in 1991, up slightly from 23.9% in 1981. Most of the increase, 
however, took place between 1986 and 1991 when the number of children 
under age 6 rose by 101,365 or 4.8%. Baby boomers in their 30s and 40s 
having children, and slight increases in the general fertility rate, help to 
account for this recent growth. 


e Although most children live in two-parent families, 83% in 1991, the 
proportion of children living in lone-parent families increased to 17% in 
1991 from 14.1% in 1981. (Chart 4.3) 


Chart 4.3 Living arrangements of children in families, Canada, 1981, 
1986 and 1991 


1981 1986 


1991 


83.4% 114% 


5.6% 
2.5% 


24% 2.9% 


14.1% 


11.7% 13.2% 
in families of now-married couples E24 in families of male lone parent 
C] In families of common-law couples In families of female lone parent 


Source: Statistics Canada, Censuses of Canada, Catalogues 93-106 and 93-312. 


> Children refer to never-married sons and/or daughters living at home, regardless of their 
age. 
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5.0 WOMEN, EMPLOYMENT AND THE FAMILY, 


HOW DOES IT WORK? 


Women‘ in husband-wife families with children under age 16 were much 
more likely to be employed in 1991 (64.6%) than in 1981 (48.9%). Despite 
this increase, employment rates remained higher for wives (under age 55) 
without children less than 16. (Chart 5.1) 


During the 1980s, there was little change in the employment rate of female 
lone parents with children under 16. In 1981, 54.2% of female lone parents 
were employed; in 1989, 55.1%; and in 1991, 52.2%. (Chart 5.1) 


@ Female lone parents with children under 16 are less likely to be employed 
than women in husband-wife families with children under 16. (Chart 5.1) 
In 1991, many female lone parents were not in the labour force at all (37.3% 
versus 28.5% of wives with children under 16). Among those who were in 
the labour force, unemployment rates were higher for female lone parents 
(16.8%) than for wives with children under 16 (9.6%). 


Chart 5.1 Percentage employed, for women in husband-wife families, by 
presence of children(1), and female lone parents, Canada, 1981-1991 


% 
75 Women (less than 55 years) in 
husband-wife families without 


children less than 16(2) 


70 


65 


Women in husband-wife families 
with children less than 16(2) 


60 


55 


Female lone parents with 
children less than 16 


50 


45 


1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989215290 1991 


(1) Children include only those less than 16 years living at home. 
(2) Calculated from rounded data. 


Source: Statistics Canada, The Labour Force Survey, Catalogues 71-001, 71-220 and 71-529. 


4 Women, in this section, refers to heads or spouses of heads of families. 
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e Employment of women varies with the age of children at home. In 
1991, for example, 54.3% of women with children under 3 years of age 
were employed compared to 60.1% of women whose youngest child 
was 3-5 years and 69.0% of women whose youngest child was 6-15 years. 
(Chart 5.2) 


Chart 5.2 Percentage employed, for women with children, by age of youngest 
child(1), Canada, 1981-1991 


With children 
less than 16 


Without pre-school age children 
but with at least one child aged 6-15 


y 


With youngest child 3-5 


With children less than 3 


1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 


(1) Children include only those less than 16 years living at home. 


Source: Statistics Canada, The Labour Force Survey, Catalogues 71-001, 71-220 and 71-529. 


e The National Child Care Study showed that in the fall of 1988, about 2.6 
million children under 13 years of age were in need of some form of child 


care in order to accommodate the work or study schedules of their parents. 
(Table 5.1) 


e Organized or regulated child care services, such as daycare centres and 
licensed family care, were the main method of care for only 10.6% of the 
children. (Table 5.1) 
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e Parents themselves were the main source of child care for 28.3% of the 
children. About 9% of the children were cared for by their employed parent 
while that parent worked. To cover the work or study hours of the parent 
most responsible for child care, 19.6% of the children were looked after by 
a spouse or partner of that parent. (Table 5.1) 


e Unrelated caregivers, such as neighbours, friends and private babysitters 
were the main method of care for 23.1% of the children. (Table 5.1) 


Table 5.1 Main method of child care used (other than school) for 
children less than 13 years whose parents worked or studied, 
Canada, 1988 


Child care methods 
Parents 

While working 

By spouse/partner 


Relatives 


Unrelated caregivers 


Regulated/organized care(1) 


Self or sibling(2) 
No arrangement(2)(3) 


Total 


Total children 2,633,000 


(1) Includes kindergarten and nursery schools, daycare centres, before/after school 
care, and licensed family day care. 

(2) School-aged children. 

(3) Includes children who, during the reference week, were in school all the time 
the parent worked or studied, as well as children whose non-school hours were 
spent in transit to and from school, in the hospital, or in sports, music lessons 
or activities not included as child care. 


Source: Lero, D.S., H. Goelman, A.R. Pence, and L. M. Brockman, Canadian 
National Child Care Study, unpublished data. 
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6.0 WHO’S LOOKING AFTER THE HOUSEHOLD? 


In 1986, whether they had children or not, employed women’ with a partner 
devoted more hours per day to unpaid household work than did employed 
men with a partner. Employed women with a partner and children under 
five spent 4.9 hours per day doing unpaid household chores compared with 
2.4 hours per day spent by their male counterparts. Employed women with 
a partner and no children spent 2.9 hours per day on unpaid household tasks 
compared with 1.6 hours spent by their male counterparts. (Table 6.1) 


The presence and age of children influence the amount of time spent on 
unpaid household labour. Among employed women with a partner, those 
with children under five spent 4.9 hours per day on unpaid household 
chores compared with 4.2 hours spent by women with children age five or 
over and 2.9 hours used by women without children. This pattern also holds 
for women whose main activity in 1986 was managing the household. 
(Table 6.1) 


For women, having a partner also affects the amount of time used for unpaid 
household tasks. An average of 3.5 hours per day were spent on unpaid 
household work by employed female lone parents with children under five 
compared with 4.9 hours spent by their counterparts with a partner. Again, 
this pattern also occurs for women whose main activity in 1986 was 
managing the household. (Table 6.1) 


> Includes married and cohabiting women. 
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Table 6.1 Average time spent on selected activities by employed women 
and men and women managing the household by family 
status, Canada, 1986(1) 


Total Total Total 
productive paid work/ unpaid Personal Free 
activity(2) education work(3) care time) 


With children under age 5 (5) Hours per day(4) 
Employed 

Female lone parents ; ; 35 
Women with partner 4.9 
Men with partner 2.4 

| Managing the household 
Female lone parents : é 6.5 
Women with partner ; / 14 


With children aged 5 or over (6) 
Employed 
Female lone parents 
Women with partner 
Men with partner 
Managing the household 
Female lone parents 
Women with partner 


ithout children 
Employed 
Women with partner 
Men with partner 
Managing the household 
Women with partner 


(1) Children include single persons <25 years living with a parent(s) . 

(2) Includes paid work, education, and unpaid work; subtotals may not add due to 
rounding. 

(3) Includes domestic work, primary child care, and shopping and services. 

(4) Figures averaged over a seven-day week. 

(5) At least one child under age 5. 

(6) Youngest child aged 5 or over. 


Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey, Catalogue 11-612. 
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7.0 HOW ‘WELL-OFF’ ARE FAMILIES IN CANADA? 


Income® 


e In 1991, average family income was $53,131. After adjusting for inflation, 
average family income was down 2.6%, from $54,537 in 1990. Decreases 
in average family income over the past two years have reversed the upward 
trend of the mid-to-late 1980s and have returned family income to the level 
it was before the recession of the early 1980s. In 1991, real average family 
income was only 0.9% higher than it was in 1980. (Chart 7.1) 


Chart 7.1 Average family income, Canada, 1971-1991 


In 1991 constant dollars 


$55,423 


| $53,131 
$50,502 


Average income 


1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 


Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Consumer Finances, Catalogue 13-207. 


® Average family income varies according to family structure. Among 
non-elderly families (with a family head less than 65 years), female 
lone-parent families have the lowest average incomes. In 1991, the 
average income of female lone-parent families was $22,186 compared 
with $59,014 for two-parent families and $52,873 for married 
couples without children. (Table 7.1) 


$ The sections on income and low income refer to economic families. See the glossary for 
an explanation of definitional differences. 
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e Family income depends on factors such as labour market conditions, the 
number of income earners and the number of income recipients. For 
example, in 1991, the average income of two-parent families with one 
earner was $43,063 compared with $59,805 for those with two earners and 
$75,082 for those with three or more earners. One-earner married couples 
without children had an average income of $40,848 while those with two 
earners had an average income of $60,119. For female lone-parent families, 
average income was much lower for those with no earner than for those with 
one earner ($13,470 compared with $24,065). 


e Between 1981 and 1991, some family types experienced increases in real 
average income while others saw little increase and still others experienced 
decreases. Average income for elderly families (with a family head aged 
65 and over) was 14.1% higher in 1991 than in 1981. Among non-elderly 
families, average income was 5.4% higher for two-parent families and 
2.9% higher for married couples without children. Lone-parent families 
had lower incomes in 1991 than in 1981-- $23,892 compared with $26,338. 
For male lone parents, the decrease was especially sharp, 14.6%. (Table 7.1) 


7 Table 7.1 Average income for selected families, Canada, 1981-1991 


Average family income in Robe ED dollars 


|Non-elderly | | | | 


families(1) | 52,522 | 51,998 | 51,753 | 53,182 | 54, ; ; : 156,86955,413 
Married | | 
| couples | | | 
only ,333 | 50,536 | 50, ; ,208 | 53,274 | 53,338|52,873 | 
| Two-parent | | | | | | | | 
| families with] 


children(2) | | 54,666 | 54,424 | 54, | 56,244 | 57,469 | 58,824 | 59,724 | 61,644 |60,420 59,014 | 


| Lone-parent | | | | | | | | | 
families(2) , 23,082 | 24, | 23,775 | 24,537 | 25,707 | 25,215 | 27,381 |25,371 23,892 | 


35,641 [38,153 | 36,405 | 37,707 | 47, ,248 | 47,062 |38,790/36,669 | 


21,435 | 22,491 | 22,174 | 22,271 | 22,907 | 22,938 | 25,020 | 23,196/22,186 | 


34,391 | 36,726 | 37,180 | 37,315 | 36,103 [37,042 


(1) Head of the family less than 65 years of age. 
(2) With single children less than 18 years of age. 
(3) Head of the family 65 years of age and over. 


Source: Statistics Canada, The Survey of Consumer Finances, Catalogue 13-207. 
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Low income 


e In 1991, 13.1% of families had incomes below Statistics Canada’s low 
income cut-offs, up from 11.1% in 1989. The increase in the percentage 
of families with low incomes in recent years reversed the downturn of the 
mid-1980s. (Table 7.2) 


Most family types had higher rates of low income in 1991 than in 1989. The 
low income rate for elderly families (with a family head aged 65 or over), 
however, was actually lower in 1991 than in 1989 (9.0% in 1991 compared 
to 11.0% in 1989). (Table 7.2) 


e Female lone-parent families had the highest incidence of low income 
among all families during the period from 1981 to 1991. About 62% of 
female lone-parent families had low incomes in 1991 compared with 10.7% 
of two-parent families and 9.3% of married couples without children. 
(Table 7.2) 


Table 7.2 Incidence of low income for selected families(1), Canada, 
1981-1991 
(Estimates based on low income cut-offs, 1986 base) 


Incidence of low income 
Selected families % 


oat [HR [ows [TS EL EE NE 


Total families 


Non-elderly families(2) 
Married couples only 
Two-parent families 

with children(3) 


Lone-parent families(3) | 49.8 
With male head 
With female head 


Elderly families(4) 


(1) Data are for economic families. 

(2) Head of family less than 65 years of age. 

(3) With single children less than 18 years of age. 
(4) Head of family 65 years of age and over. 


Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-207. 
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Home ownership 


e In 1991, 72.9% of family households’ owned their home, up from 64.4% 
in 1971. Most of the increase in the home ownership rate took place in the 
1970s. By 1981, 71.6% of family households owned their home. 


e  Lone-parent households are much less likely to own their home than other 
family households. Husband-wife households without children are less 
likely to own their home than husband-wife households with children. In 
1991, home ownership rates were 43.2% for lone-parent households, 71.2% 
for husband-wife households without children and 80.4% for husband-wife 
households with children. (Chart 7.2) 


Chart 7.2 Family household(1) ownership, Canada, 1981, 1986 and 1991(2) 


Husband-wife households with children at home 
Husband-wife households without children at home 
Lone-parent households 


Percentage owned 


(1) Family households include only those containing one census family in which there is a 
member responsible for household payments (primary families) and no additional persons. 
(2) The data exclude households on Indian reserves (Band Housing). 


Source: Statistics Canada, 1981, 1986 and 1991 censuses of Canada, unpublished data. 


The households referred to here contain only one family and there are no additional persons 
living with the family (such as other relatives, boarders and so on). Also, these households 
include the family member responsible for making the household payments. Data for 1991 
exclude households on Indian Reserves (Band Housing). 
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GLOSSARY 
CENSUS OF CANADA 


Additional persons: Refers to any household member who is not a member 
of the census family being considered. These additional persons may be either 
members of another census family or non-family persons. 


Census family: Refers to a now-married couple (with or without never- 
married sons and/or daughters of either or both spouses), a couple living 
common law (again with or without never-married sons and/or daughters of 
either or both partners), or alone-parent of any marital status, with at least one 
never-married son or daughter living in the same dwelling. 


Census family structure: Refers to the classification of census families into 
families of now-married couples (with or without never-married sons or 
daughters of either or both spouses), families of common-law couples (with 
or without never-married sons or daughters of either or both partners) and 
lone-parent families by sex of parent. 


Common-law partners: Two persons of opposite sex who are not legally 
married to each other but live together as husband and wife in the same 
dwelling. 


Lone parent: A mother or father, with no spouse or common-law partner 
present, living in a dwelling with one or more never-married sons and/or 
daughters. 


Never-married sons and/or daughters (Children): Blood, step or adopted 
sons and daughters who have never married (regardless of age) and are living 
in the same dwelling as their parents. In this publication, the term children 
refers to never-married sons and/or daughters, regardless of age. As of the 
1976 Census, unrelated wards, foster and guardianship children, whether or 
not pay is received, are classified as lodgers. 


One-family household: Refers to a single census family (with or without 
additional persons) that occupies a private dwelling. 


Primary maintaining family: Refers to any census family of which the 
person responsible for household payments is a member. The primary 
maintaining family of the 1991 Census is equivalent to the primary families 
of 1986 and 1981. In previous censuses, the primary family was defined as 
the family of the head of the household. 
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Private household: Refers to a person or group of persons (other than foreign 
residents) who occupy a private dwelling and do not have a usual place of 
residence elsewhere in Canada. 


Tenure: Refers to whether some member of the household owns or rents the 
dwelling. 


GENERAL SOCIAL SURVEY 
Children: Single persons less than 25 years of age and living with a parent(s). 


Free time: Time not allocated to either paid work, unpaid work or personal 
care activities such as sleeping, eating and bathing. 


Paid work: Refers to employed work. 


Personal care time: Personal care time or necessary time refers to time spent 
on sleeping, eating, washing and dressing. 


Primary child care: Refers to the physical care of babies (up to 4 years of age 
inclusive) such as dressing, feeding or washing; physical care of children (5- 
18)years such as dressing, feeding or washing; helping, teaching or 
reprimanding children; reading or talking with children; playing with children; 
medical care of children; other child care such as unpaid babysitting and travel 
related to child care. 


Total productive activity: Includes time spent on paid work and related 
activities, on educational activities and unpaid work. 


Unpaid work: Includes domestic work, child care and shopping and services. 
LABOUR FORCE SURVEY 


Children: Refer to unmarried sons and daughters (natural, adopted, foster or 
step) of the head of the family. In this publication, children include those less 
than 16 years of age. 


Economic family: A group of two or more persons who live in the same 
dwelling and who are related by blood, marriage (including common law) or 
adoption. 


Head of family: Reference person selected to establish the relationship 
between members of a family. The head of a family is determined by the 
respondent’s perception and, as such, is solely a statistical device which has 
no economic or social connotation. 
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SURVEY OF CONSUMER FINANCES 


Children: Refer to natural and adopted sons and daughters of the head of the 
family. For purposes of the SCF, adopted children, step-children and 
guardianship children under 21 are counted as own children. In this 
publication, children include only those less than 18 years of age. 


Economic family: A group of individuals sharing a common dwelling unit 
and related by blood, marriage (including common law) or adoption. 


Family income: Consists of incomes received by all individuals 15 years of 
age and over who at the time of the survey formed one economic family. 
Income data were collected from each member and considered to be part of 
the family’s income even if certain family members belonged to another 
family unit for the whole or part of the preceding calendar year. Also, no recall 
or adjustment was made to account for income of persons who were members 
of the family for part of the year and who left because of marriage, death or 
other reasons. 


Low income cut-offs (1986 Base): Are relative levels determined from 
income and expenditure patterns in 1986. The income limits were selected 
on the basis that families and unattached individuals with incomes below 
these limits spent, on average, 56.2% or more of their income on food, shelter 
and clothing. The limits vary by size of area of residence and size of the 
family. They are not intended as measure “poverty”. 
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